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1056. Hazardous Waste Tanks and the Less than 90-Day Accumulation Time Limit  ENCORE  APR 23, 2015 
1057. Decharacterized RCRA Waste - Manifesting and LDR Reporting   ENCORE  APR 30, 2015 
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1070. Conditioned Exclusion for Characteristic Debris Treated via Immobilization    JUL 30, 2015 
1071. RCRA Personnel Training and Classroom Training vs. Online Training     AUG 6, 2015 
1072. PCB Decontamination Standards with No Decontamination Performed     AUG 13, 2015 
1073. PCB Manifest Exceptions a.k.a. When is a PCB Manifest Not Required   ENCORE  AUG 19, 2015 
1074. PCB Manifest Relief a.k.a. When is a PCB Manifest Not Required – The Sequel    AUG 27, 2015 
1075. Hazardous Debris and Radioactively Contaminated Cadmium Batteries   ENCORE  SEP 3, 2015 
1076. Hazardous Debris and Radioactively Contaminated Lead Acid Batteries   ENCORE  SEP 10, 2015 
1077. Mercury Wet Cell Batteries - Debris or Not Debris     ENCORE  SEP 17, 2015 
1078. Hazardous Debris and Non-Radioactive Lead Acid Batteries      SEP 24, 2015 
1079. Unused Paraformaldehyde - U Listed Hazardous Waste or Not?   ENCORE  OCT 1, 2015 
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1081. Universal Waste One Year Accumulation  and Multiple Handlers   ENCORE  OCT 15, 2015 
1082. LDR Notifications and F001-F005 Constituents of Concern    ENCORE  OCT 29, 2015 
1083. LDR Notifications and F001-F005 Constituents of Concern – Again   ENCORE  NOV 5, 2015 
1084. LDR Notifications and F001-F005 Constituents of Concern - One Last Time  ENCORE  NOV 12, 2015 
1085. DOT and Terminal Protection of Alkaline Batteries     ENCORE  NOV 19, 2015 
1086. Used Oil and Keeping Containers Closed – WAC 173-303 vs. 40 CFR 279    NOV 24, 2015 
1087. PCB Weight Determinations       ENCORE  DEC 3, 2015 
1088. Satellite Accumulation Requirements and Container Inspections   ENCORE  DEC 10, 2015 
1089. 'Twas The Night Before Christmas - The Twenty-Third Annual Edition   ENCORE  DEC 24, 2015 
1090. Satellite Accumulation and 85-Gallon Containers     ENCORE  DEC 31, 2015 
1091. PCB Date Removed From Service Notations – On the Item or In a Log   ENCORE  JAN 7, 2016 
1092. The Date Removed From Service Marking on the PCB Mark    ENCORE  JAN 14, 2016 
1093. Generator Weekly Inspection Log Documentation – Federal vs. WA State  ENCORE  JAN 21, 2016 
1094. Used Oil and Weekly Inspections      ENCORE  JAN 28, 2016 
1095. TSCA/PCB Determinations for Fluorescent Light Ballasts via the Manufacture Date  ENCORE  FEB 4, 2016 
1096. PCB Containers and Multiple Removed From Service Dates    ENCORE  FEB 11, 2016 
1097. Generator Inspection Logs and Corrective Action Documentation   ENCORE  FEB 18, 2016 
1098. PCB Concentrations and Micrograms per Centimeters Squared (µg/cm2)     FEB 25, 2016 
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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

 

SUBJECT: PCB Concentrations and Micrograms per Centimeters Squared (µg/cm2) 

 

Q: A customer takes a standard wipe sample of a PCB spill area that has been decontaminated – the 

customer hopes.  The analytical results indicate a PCB concentration of 9 µg/100 cm2.  The customer 

is more familiar with PCB concentrations in parts per millions, i.e., >50 ppm is regulated and < 50 

ppm is not regulated.  Is this PCB spill area considered regulated or no longer regulated for PCBs? 

 

A: Per 40 CFR 761.1(b)(3) it basically states that most provisions in this part apply only if PCBs are 

present in concentrations above a specified level.  Prohibitions that apply to PCBs at concentrations of: 

 

• <50 ppm apply also to contaminated surfaces at PCB concentrations of ≤10 µg/100 cm2, 

  

• ≥50 to <500 ppm apply also to contaminated surfaces at PCB concentrations of >10/100 cm2 to 

<100 µg/100 cm2, 

  

• ≥500 ppm apply also to contaminated surfaces at PCB concentrations of ≥100 µg/100 cm2. 

 

As further clarification, the June 2014 EPA TSCA PCB Question and Answer Manual on page 3 

includes this table concerning a decontaminated PCB Transformer and the wipe sample concentrations: 

 

If the concentration of the wipe sample is . . . Then the transformer is regulated as . . . 

<10 µg/100 cm2 non-PCB 

>10 but <100 µg/100 cm2 PCB-Contaminated 

>100 µg/100 cm2 PCB Transformer PCB Transformer 

 

Since the customer’s standard wipe sample result was 9 µg/100 cm2 which is below the ≤10 µg/100 

cm2 threshold that equates to <50 ppm PCBs, the customer’s spill area is considered nonregulated 

for PCBs, i.e., non-PCB. 

 

 SUMMARY: 

 

 <10 µg/100 cm2 equals non-PCB or <50 ppm. 

 

 >10 but <100 µg/100 cm2 equals PCB-Contaminated or >50 ppm to <500 ppm. 

 

 >100 µg/100 cm2 equals PCB regulated or >500 ppm. 

 

Excerpts from 40 CFR 761.3, 40 CFR 761.123 and the June 2014 PCB Q&A are attached to the e-mail.  If you have 

any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620. 
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: PCB Concentrations and Micrograms per Centimeters Squared (µg/cm2) 

 

40 CFR 761.3  Definitions 

 

PCB-Contaminated means a non-liquid material containing PCBs at concentrations ≥50 ppm but <500 ppm; a 

liquid material containing PCBs at concentrations ≥50 ppm but <500 ppm or where insufficient liquid material is 

available for analysis, a non-porous surface having a surface concentration >10 µg/100 cm2 but <100 µg/100 cm2, 

measured by a standard wipe test as defined in §761.123. 

 

Standard wipe sample means a sample collected for chemical extraction and analysis using the standard wipe test as 

defined in §761.123. Except as designated elsewhere in part 761, the minimum surface area to be sampled shall be 

100 cm2. 

 

40 CFR Part 761.123  Definitions 

 

Standard wipe test means, for spills of high-concentration PCBs on solid surfaces, a cleanup to numerical surface 

standards and sampling by a standard wipe test to verify that the numerical standards have been met. This definition 

constitutes the minimum requirements for an appropriate wipe testing protocol. A standard-size template (10 

centimeters (cm) × 10 cm) will be used to delineate the area of cleanup; the wiping medium will be a gauze pad or 

glass wool of known size which has been saturated with hexane. It is important that the wipe be performed very 

quickly after the hexane is exposed to air. EPA strongly recommends that the gauze (or glass wool) be prepared 

with hexane in the laboratory and that the wiping medium be stored in sealed glass vials until it is used for the wipe 

test. Further, EPA requires the collection and testing of field blanks and replicates. 

 

June 2014 Version 

Revisions to the PCB Q and A Manual 

(June 2014) 

 

§761.1(b)(3) Bulk and surface concentrations 

 

2.  Q:  May I characterize a drained transformer from which the core, coil, and all free-flowing liquids 

have been removed by taking a wipe sample from the inside surface of the transformer? 

 

 A:  Yes. However, the wipe sample results may only be used for purposes of disposal (i.e., the drained 

carcass is not authorized for use). Refer to the following table (§761.1(b)(3)): 

 

  

If the concentration of the wipe sample is . . . Then the transformer is regulated as . . . 

<10 µg/100 cm2 non-PCB 

>10 but <100 µg/100 cm2 PCB-Contaminated 

>100 µg/100 cm2 PCB Transformer PCB Transformer 

 


